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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please cancel non-elected claims 4-5, 14-20, 24-28, and 30-45. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With regard to applicants' comment that "the present invention does not require the addition of a 
sulfhydryl compound", it is noted that the instant claims "comprise" the recited steps, and do not exclude 
this potential step. With regard to applicants' comments at pages 13-14 of the response, it is noted that 
these are shown to be strain-specific and pH-specific results in the experiments only, and may not apply 
to the broadly-recited claim 46. However, at the bottom of page 14 of the response, applicants correctly 
state that Labuda et al. provides for a random production of vanillin, vanillic acid and 4-vinylguaiacol, 
with the latter two compounds "usually at concentrations exceeding that of vanillin." Newly added claim 
46 specifically requires a method utilizing Pseudomonas putida wherein the microorganism favors the 
production of vanillin over (i.e. produces vanillin in higher amounts than) vanillic acid. Thus, 
independent claim 46 is free of the prior art of record. 

Claim 1 has been amended to the specific strain MI 382568, thus being free of the prior art as 
previously stated on the record, and new independent claim 49 is an independent form of original claim 6, 
which has been previously stated on the record to be free of the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
h. A- t7* "? U i? °°" C fT g this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 

t £££ ™££%££^F** IS (703) ^^"—nJT 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor 
m on Cano can be reached on (703) 308-3959. The fax phone numbers for the organizata where th, s 

jsr^rss^ are (703) 872 - 9310 for — ^ - <™> 

heoirecSrl^^ 
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